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Ae 13 ANG 1955 


The Honorable John W. McCormack | 
House of Representatives 
Washington 25, D, =. 


Dear John: 


Thank you for your letter of 21 July regarding the proposed 
site for the new CIA headquarters installation. in our search for a 
site we have considered over 50 goasible locations, several of 
which were in Maryland. This study has taken several months, in 
the course of which we have talked with representatives of the plan- 
ming commissions of each of the Maryland counties surrounding the 
District, We have alsc had meetings with the Maryland representa- 
tive on the Regional Planning Council and a representative of the 
Maryland Park and Planning Cormmission. . 


tame of the criteria which have entered into our thinking on 

thie matter is the necassity of being not more than 10 miles or 20 
minutes driving time from the White House and a little shorter time 
and distance if possible from the l’entagon and the Department of 
State. Secondly, we have had to consider the accessibility of the 
proposed site to the bulk of our employees in traveling te and frorz. 
work, particularly in the light of the heavy traific situation during 
the ruch hours in the District generally. From these standpoints, 
which enter into the efficiency of cur organization, we came to the 
conclusion that of all of the sites considered the best would be the 
one on Government-owned land at Langley, Virginia, or, in the al- 
ternative, a site which could be purchased in the Alexandria «rea. 


I can assure you that we have given the most careful censidera~ 
tian to the possibility of locating in Maryland, and two sites in that 
State were among the final six which we considered. However, after 
carefully weighing all of the factors, we have reached the conchasions 
that I have noted above. 
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lappreciate your calling this matter again to my attention, 
and if there is anything further that I can do in cannection with the 
site selection, I would be giad to discuss it with you. 


I hope that now that Congress is adjourning you will be abie 
to look forward to a well-deserved rest and a pleasant vacation at 
home. EH you are in Washington at all during the Fall I hope you 
will let us know and come down and hmch with us. 

With kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 


aE 


Alien W. Dalles 
Director 
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